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Why is summer reading important? Reading daily strengthens children’s vocabulary, fluency, reading 
comprehension and builds their background knowledge. Summer reading also helps students cultivate a love for 
reading. Research shows that up to two months of reading skills can be lost over the summer when students do not 
engage in educational activities. This is often referred to as the summer slide.  

While we are highlighting a list of titles for summer reading, please know that these selections are not required. 
Instead, they are meant to inspire your child’s literary journey. Feel free to explore other books that capture their 
interests and ignite their imagination. Whether it's diving into a beloved classic or discovering a new favorite author, 
the most important thing is to keep reading alive and thriving throughout the summer months.  

 

Explorer Academy: The Nebula Secret by Trudi Trueit 
Cruz leaves his tranquil home in Hawaii to join 23 talented kids from around the globe to train at the 
Explorer Academy with the world's leading scientists to become the next generation of great explorers. 
But for Cruz, there's more at stake. No sooner has he arrived at the Academy than he discovers that his 
family has a mysterious past with the organization that could jeopardize his future. In the midst of 
codebreaking and cool classes, new friends and augmented reality expeditions, Cruz must tackle the 
biggest question of all: Who is out to get him, and why? 
 
This title will be provided to all current 5th grade students enrolled in Pinellas County elementary schools.  

 

Treasure Tracks by S.A. Rodriguez 
Twelve-year-old Fernando “Fin” joins his grandfather on a secret quest to find a long-lost treasure 
swept to sea. But when their first mission takes a near-deadly turn, leaving his abuelo weak and unable 
to speak, Fin’s left to navigate the hunt alone. Well, not exactly alone―his boring, totally 
unadventurous dad agrees to help out. With danger lurking at every turn, Fin dives into the mission in 
order to save Abuelo's life. But between Dad’s constant worrying, unwanted diving babysitters, and 
harrowing encounters in the deep sea, the boy finds himself in a race against time to locate the 
treasure. If he can’t succeed? He fears he might lose Abuelo for good. 

 

Caterpillar Summer by Gillian McDunn 
Cat and her brother Chicken have always had a very special bond--Cat is one of the few people who can 
keep Chicken happy. When he has a "meltdown" she’s the one who scratches his back and reads his 
favorite story. She’s the one who knows what Chicken needs. Since their mom has had to work double-
hard to keep their family afloat after their father passed away, Cat has been the glue holding her family 
together. But even the strongest glue sometimes struggles to hold. When a summer trip doesn’t go 
according to plan, Cat and Chicken end up spending three weeks with grandparents they never knew.  

 

Forever Twelve by Stacy McAnulty  
At the elite West Archer Academy, all the students are gifted, but four are exceptional. Though the 
Evers look twelve, they're actually centuries old, possessing knowledge and talents that make them 
extraordinary. And boarding school is the perfect cover for their brilliance -- and their secret. It's 
supposed to be a typical year in the anything-but-typical lives of these "kids" . . . until Ivy Stewart shows 
up. She resembles an Ever who went missing more than seventy years ago. And Ivy could be the key to 
unlocking their curse. 
 

 

The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon 
Caleb Franklin and his big brother Bobby Gene are excited to have adventures in the woods behind 
their house. But Caleb dreams of venturing beyond their ordinary small town. Then Caleb and Bobby 
Gene meet new neighbor Styx Malone. Styx is sixteen and oozes cool. Styx promises the brothers that 
together, the three of them can pull off the Great Escalator Trade--exchanging one small thing for 
something better until they achieve their wildest dream. But as the trades get bigger, the brothers soon 
find themselves in over their heads. Styx has secrets--secrets so big they could ruin everything. 
 



 

Unplugged by Gordon Korman 
As the son of the world’s most famous tech billionaire, spoiled Jett Baranov has always gotten what he 
wanted. So when his father’s private jet drops him in the middle of the Arkansas wilderness, at a place 
called the Oasis, Jett can’t believe it. He’s forced to hand over his cell phone, eat grainy veggie patties, 
and participate in wholesome activities with the other kids, who he has absolutely no interest in 
hanging out with. As the weeks go on, Jett starts to get used to the unplugged life and even bonds with 
the other kids over their discovery of a baby-lizard-turned-pet, Needles. But he can’t help noticing that 
the adults at the Oasis are acting really strange. Jett is determined to get to the bottom of things, but 
can he convince everybody that he is no longer just a spoiled brat who is making trouble? 

 

The Fourteenth Goldfish by Jennifer L. Holm 
Galileo. Newton. Salk. Oppenheimer. Science can change the world . . . but can it go too far? Eleven-
year-old Ellie has never liked change. She misses fifth grade. She misses her old best friend. She even 
misses her dearly departed goldfish. Then one day a strange boy shows up. He’s bossy. He’s cranky. 
And weirdly enough . . . he looks a lot like Ellie’s grandfather, a scientist who’s always been slightly 
obsessed with immortality. Could this gawky teenager really be Grandpa Melvin? Has he finally found 
the secret to eternal youth? 
 

 

A Duet for Home by Karina Yan Glaser 
At first, June can’t believe it: their new home is a homeless shelter? When she’s told she can’t bring her 
cherished viola inside, she’s convinced the worst luck in the world landed her at Huey House. But Tyrell 
has lived at Huey House for three years, and he knows all the good things about it: friendship, hot 
meals, and the music from next door drifting through the windows. With his help, June begins to see 
things differently. Just as she’s starting to understand how Huey House can be a home, a new 
government policy threatens all the residents. Can June and Tyrell work together to find a way to save 
Huey House as they know it? 

 

Hello Universe by Erin Entrada Kelly 
In one day, four lives weave together in unexpected ways. Virgil Salinas is shy and kindhearted and feels 
out of place in his crazy-about-sports family. Valencia Somerset, who is deaf, is smart, brave, and 
secretly lonely, and she loves everything about nature. Kaori Tanaka is a self-proclaimed psychic, whose 
little sister, Gen, is always following her around. And Chet Bullens wishes the weird kids would just stop 
being so different so he can concentrate on basketball. They aren’t friends, at least not until Chet pulls 
a prank that traps Virgil and his pet guinea pig at the bottom of a well. This disaster leads Kaori, Gen, 
and Valencia on an epic quest to find missing Virgil. Through luck, smarts, bravery, and a little help from 
the universe, a rescue is performed, a bully is put in his place, and friendship blooms. 

 

Millionaires for a Month by Stacy McAnulty 
Felix Rannells and Benji Porter were never supposed to be field-trip partners. Felix is a rule follower. 
Benji is a rule bender. They're not friends. And they don't have anything to talk about. Until . . . They 
find a wallet. A wallet that belongs to tech billionaire Laura Friendly. They're totally going to return it-
but not before Benji "borrows" twenty dollars to buy hot dogs. Because twenty dollars is like a penny to 
a billionaire, right? But a penny has value. A penny doubled every day for thirty days is $5,368,709.12! 
So that's exactly how much money Laura Friendly challenges Felix and Benji to spend. They have thirty 
days. They can't tell anyone. And there are LOTS of other rules. But if they succeed, they each get ten 
million dollars to spend however they want. Challenge accepted!  

 

Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by Stuart Gibbs 
Charlie Thorne is a genius. Charlie Thorne is a thief. Charlie Thorne isn’t old enough to drive. And now 
it’s up to her to save the world…Decades ago, Albert Einstein devised an equation that could benefit all 
life on earth—or destroy it. Fearing what would happen if the equation fell into the wrong hands, he 
hid it. But now, a diabolical group known as the Furies are closing in on its location. In desperation, a 
team of CIA agents drags Charlie into the hunt, needing her brilliance to find it first—even though this 
means placing her life in grave danger. In a breakneck adventure that spans the globe, Charlie must 
crack a complex code created by Einstein himself, struggle to survive in a world where no one can be 
trusted, and fight to keep the last equation safe once and for all. 

 


